
 “Being Young - Being Catholic - Being European” 

Online-discussion and book publication 

A project by the European Society for Catholic Theology (ESCT) 

 

PLANNING WEBINARS  

Registration for the event via: https://forms.office.com/r/KYMq2jEzsW  

1. 5 November 2025 - 19h00 – 20h30 (CET) 

1. Anne Marie Foster 

From Silence to Survival: Bathsheba, Feminist/Womanist Hermeneutics, and the Future of 

European Christianity 

2. Gabriel Ewodo Evina Messodo 

Christianity and Youthfulness. Interrogating the present awareness 

3. Natalie Strumble 

Coding the Kingdom: AI and the Future of Faith for Young Adults 

 

2. 19 November 2025 - 19h00 – 20h30 (CET) 

4. Jonas Klur 

Commitment to a threatened Europe: Romano Guardini’s and Stefan Zweig’s contributions 

to contemporary challenges in Europe 

5. David Schilling 

Reclaiming Heritage. The Impossible Position of European Thought and the Question of 

Method in Theology 

6. Stephen Wißing 

Time for Another Personalist Revolution? How Human Dignity can Prevail in the 21st 

Century 

3. 3 December 2025 - 19h00 – 20h30 (CET) 

7.  Jade Willaert 

Learning from the “Other”. Autoethnographic Reflections on the Catholic Church, Theology 

and LGBTQ+ Matters 

8.  Jean Claude Attard 

Europe’s Backyard: A Theology from the Mediterranean 

9. All participants (general discussion) 

Being Young – Being Catholic – Being European: Major Insights and Further Research 

Avenues within a Theology as Network and  “Laboratory” (Veritatis Gaudium)  

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/KYMq2jEzsW


ON THE PROJECT:  

 

Christianity in Europe is experiencing a time of epochal transformation processes. It is far from 

clear where the diverse and sometimes contradictory developments will lead. For Christianity, 

this situation is challenging in many ways. Interpreting the “signs of the times” in the light of 

the gospel (GS 4) is a comprehensive, challenging, and necessary task. In the horizon of 

memoria passionis, Christian faith lives from active remembrance; in the horizon of the 

fullness of God’s life, it lives from active expectation. This results in a relationship to the 

present that neither withdraws from the world nor completely absorbs itself in it.  

In the two thousand years of the history of Christianity younger generations have repeatedly 

ensured that important topics are identified, and discussions stimulated. This is ultimately an 

aspect of “tradition” (cf. DV 8). Part of this tradition is that it is always only on the way to its 

own catholicity, beyond individual traditions. On the horizon of catholicity as an eschatological 

dynamic, theological reflection can take place, reflection that brings individual aspects and 

concerns, insights, and realizations into a larger horizon. This is done in the knowledge that 

the church and the world mutually support one another (GS 40-44).  

For Europe, with its enduringly important heritage, the challenge is twofold: on the one hand, 

the continent itself needs new inspiration, and on the other it must relearn its role within the 

global church. In this twofold process, the voice of the younger generation is essential. In his 

work philosopher of science Thomas Kuhn noted/commented that  paradigm change usually 

does not take place within the circles of established scholars, and should always include a 

dialogue between generations. 

The European Society for Catholic Theology offers a forum for discussion on all these questions. 

In a new project under the heading “Being Young – Being Catholic – Being European”, junior 

scholars are invited to reflect on central issues and to show how they can make a constructive 

contribution to shaping the future of Christianity in Europe in this time of epochal 

transformation. 

To this end, three online meetings will be held, at which selected papers will be presented and 

discussed. The peer-reviewed and revised papers will then be published in a book under the 

same title “Being Young – Being Catholic – Being European”. In this way, the European Society 

for Catholic Theology aims to bring the voice of young scholars into the ecclesial and social 

discourse.  

The project is chaired by Fáinche Ryan (President ESCT), Jens Van Rompaey (Young Curatorium) 

and Michael Quisinsky (ET-Studies). 

 


